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Believing in Abilities

Success Story Hayden

“He’s come so far since he first started,” says Allan, Hayden’s 
Supervisor at Pizza Factory in Arlington.  Hayden’s goal when 
he first started working with Sherwood, through the School 
to Work program, was to work in a restaurant like his siblings.

School to Work programs work with organizations, like 
Sherwood, to help upcoming graduates with disabilities 
transition into the workforce. Hayden is learning on the job 
skills, with the support of an Employment Specialist.

An Employment Specialist initially works with Hayden 
and his family to determine what his gifts and goals are 
and finds a perfect match with a business in his community. 
They also support during the onboarding and training phase 
of employment, in addition to on the job supports during 
scheduled shifts.

Hayden joined the team at Pizza Factory last December and 
is currently working 2 hours a day, 2 days a week.  He works on 
folding the pizza boxes, measuring portion cups of dressing 
and restocking beverages in the cooler. He’s also wiping down 
tables and helping with light janitorial duties when he’s 
finished with the boxes. As he continues to get comfortable 
with his tasks, Hayden is able to complete more duties during 
each shift. 

There was no hesitation to offer Hayden the job and it’s 
important to Allan that his responsibilities and expectations 

are the  same as his co-workers.   They work well together, 
communicating with the use of Suzy, Hayden’s ipad, an 
example of how the use of Assistive Technology  allows 
employers to be more accessible  and  removes potential 
barriers to employment. Allan keeps Hayden engaged and 
productive throughout this shift.

Hayden has gotten really good at folding the pizza 
boxes and now folds the same amount of boxes as any 
of his co-workers, an average of about 40 per hour. His 
goal is to work up to 100 boxes in a single 2 hour shift 
and he recently completed an impressive 116 boxes.   
When he’s not working, he enjoys visiting with friends and 
taking vacations with his family.

If you are interested in learning more about School to Work 
programs, removing barriers to employment or becoming a 
Supported Employer like Pizza Factory, contact Sherwood’s 
Vocational Services program at 425-334-4071. 

Hayden finds perfect job to use his gifts.
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